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James Quick, Pelee Island. 

A t  Leamingtan, Ont., Oct. 11, 1893. 

_e----------- 

Mr. Quick belongs on Pelee Island, where 

he fishes one, pound. His brother also has one 

and they fish together. He is 34 years old, 

and has fished on Pelee Island since he was 15 

years o l d .  

The fall catch of whitefish is made a t  h i s  

pound mostly between Oct. 11 and 2 5 ;  after  that 

time they begin to fall off. 

His pound is on east of the island; on 

other parts of the island the fishing is not 

entirely the same. 

Hi8 November fiehing on an average will 

not exaeed 400 pounds whitefish. The biggest 

8 . lift made during November 1892, did  not exceed 

I 

75 pounds. 

Thore i s  no trouble in returning alive t o  

the rater all the whitefish he t a k e s  in 
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November, and this he has done all along. 
43 

There has been a little gill netting done 

fYom Pelee Island, but not much. Nearly all 

the fishing there is with pound nets. 

Last spring he caught more whitefish in 

his pound than ever before.  

Has taken whitefish with spawn running 

from them, but only an occasional specimen, 

beginning October 20 .  The bulk of the 

spawners, however, come the first part of 

H e  finds that f i sh  spawn more or less a l l  

the year, although the bulk may spawn at one 

time. 

They have never taken any spawn for the 

Canadian hatchery a t  Pelee Island. 

Neither whitefish nor herring were more 

sbundant on Pelee Island when he began fishing. 

They vary, however, in abundance from year t o  

year. 



3 

The first pounds were s e t  on Pelee Is land 

about 1857 or  1858. 

were used t o  some extent a t  Fish Poin t ,  and 

Before t h a t  drag se ines  

some very large catches were made. H a d  heard 

e spec ia l ly  Of white bass and sturgeon being 

taken the re  i n  the  seines .  

(Eight inches,  o r  about 1 pound, i s  a 

l a r g e  s i z e  f o r  white bass. They do not 

average over 1/2 pound. They a r e  very f i n e  

pan f i sh .  Uaed t o  be very abundant, but seem 

t o  have been near ly  exterminated f o r  a time. 

Now they a r e  coming back. They school a t  the  
c 

surfaoe,  and a r e  the only spec ies  seen so 

schooling in Lake E r i e : - - 4 .  W. P o s t ) .  

Two weeks i n t o  Decerpber would be the 

extreme length  of t h e i r  f i s h i n g  w i t h  pounds on 

t' Pelee Is land.  

To protec t  the spawnikg t i m e  of the her-  

ring and whitef ish,  the  c lose  season should 

begin November 20 t o  25, and continue through 

the  winter. 
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Could not increase the size of the mesh i n  

v J* the  pot ( c r i b )  of the pound n e t s  above the  

present  size ( 2  and 2 1/4 inches extended),  

without g i l l i n g  a l a r g e  p a r t  of the catch. 

Large numbers would d i e ,  and many would become 

blood marked on the  surface and u n f i t  f o r  

market . 
While you might save some small f i s h  by 

t h i s  meane, you would k i l l  l a r g e  numbers of the 

larger ones, and t h e r e  would be no gain 

accomplished. 

In  h i s  pound UBCS 5 inch tunnel, 7 inch 

h e a r t ,  8 inch lead. Does not care  what t he  

size of t he  mesh is outside of the  p o t .  The 

s i z e  o f  mesh mostly uaed i n  the h e a r t  i s  5 

inahee. 

H e  onae used a 3 inch mesh ( e x t . )  funnel,  
8-  - 

but had t o  give i t  up, a8 the f i sh  g i l l e d  i n  it 

too muh. 

(The trine uasd general ly  for the pounds 

is 15 t o  18 thread,  medium la id ,  and is the 
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same i n  all p a r t s  of t h o  pound:---Capt. J .  W. 

Poet. ) * 
'u 

1 4  years  ago he caught 2 ealmon t r o u t  i n  

h i s  pound. These were t he  only ones he has  

ever taken. 

( A  few salmon t rou t  are sometimes taken 

i n  the  gill n e t s  o f f  Erie i n  deep water, hut 

t he re  i s  no r e a l  f i she ry  f o r  them i n  t h i s  

lake. The water being too shoal. They need 

not be considered i n  m a k i n g  regulat ions:---  

Capt. J .  PI. P o s t .  ) 

The season when they take black bass 

mainly i n  t h e  pounds i s  from about I.:ay 20 t o  

June 10. The b igges t  p a r t  o f  his catch is 

eometimes black bass, as far as  value i s  con- 

cerned. H i s  pound i s  loca ted  near the 

qua r t e r s  of the  Pelee I s land  Club, which fishea 

for b a ~ s ,  and whensthey sometimes make big 
n - 

oatches w i t h  hook and l i n e .  

Never fish t he  pounds on Pelee I s land  much 

later than  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of  June. Then 
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remove the  ne t s  and replace them between 

Aggust 25 and middle o f  September. 

r, -a 

Bass used t o  be much more abundant than 

they a r e ,  but t he re  has been l i t t l e  d i f fe rence  

during past 2 years.  

The Pelee I s land  Club has always had 

permission t o  catch bass during the  close 

season up t o  the present  time. 

Bass may not t r a v e l  long d is tances ,  but 

whi te f i sh  and he r r ing  he th inks  do, a s  the  

tugs  f o l l o w  the  schools long d is tances .  

Xverything connected with the  pound ne t  f i shery  

ind ica t e s  t h a t  t he  schools a r e  on the move f r o m  

place  t o  p lace ,  being taken f irst  i n  one pound, 

then i n  another ,  and another i n  succession. 

Mr. Quick's pound is  on the  East s ide  of 

Pelee Island. He begins t o  catch her r ing  c-3 
4 

about 1 day after they a r e  first taken i n  the 

pounds at Point Pelee. On the  west s ide of 

Pelee I s l and  the herring do not oome i n  u n t i l  

muh later. 
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I n  the  s p r i n p  he  w i l l  make some good - ., h a u l s  of b lue  p i c k e r e l .  

Gray  p i c k e r e l  a r e  caught ea.-ly i n  t h e  

s p r i n g ,  and t h e i r  n e t s  are not  s e t  e a r l y  enough 

t o  do much with t h i s  spec ie s .  

Does not t h ink  t h e  c l o s e  season f o r  p ick-  

e r e l  does any good. Only a f e w  p i c k e r e l  a r e  

taken dur ing  t h e  f a l l .  

For h i s  t o t a l  ca t ch  l a s t  sp r ing  (1 pound),  

M r .  Quick r ece ived  about $168. H i s  f a l l  ca t ch  

th i s  year up t o  t h e  p re sen t  t ime,  h a s  brought 

h i m  i n  only about $100. During t h e  f a l l  of 

1892, i t  brought him about $250. These, 

except ing  t h e  c a t c h  of the p resen t  f a l l ,  no t  

y e t  complete, may be regarded a8 q u i t e  good 

catGhes f o r  a single pound bn Pe lee  Island, and 
I \  

-. ehor  how l i t t l e  can be made f r o m  one pound. 

The pound l i c e n s e  c o s t s  $50. pe r  yea r ,  which he 

t h i n k s  should be reduced. 

Mr. Hillman, on t h e  east  side of Rendeau, 
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on the mainland, made a ca t ch  l a s t  year which 
* .*  

brought h i m  i n  $1,400. i n  one pound. The 

f i s h i n g  i s  much b e t t e r  there than on Pelee 

I s land .  

(The b e s t  s i t e s  for pounds a r e  those i n  

t h e  b igh t s  of bays  o r  any inden ta t ions  along 

t h e  coas t .  The f i s h  seem t o  s t r i k e  d i r e c t l y  

i n  t o  such p laces ,  and when they move out, 

keep away from t h e  p o i n t s  and do no t  r u n  s o  

abundantly a long the s t ra ight  shores:  -4. F. 

Post  . ) 
Pelee I s l a n d  does not f u r n i s h  as eood 

f i sh inr  as p l a c e s  on the  main Canadian shore.  

They f i s h  a t  tha t  i s l a n d  on r a t h e r  a small 

s c a l e ,  and those  who engage i n  i t  a r e  not en- 

t i r e l y  dependent upon i t  f'or a l i v i n g ,  having 

I ,  farms gene ra l ly  to work bes ides .  T h i s  i s l a n d  .. 
grows many grapes and wine i s  made the re .  

On a straight coas t  t h e r e  should not be 

more than 1 l i n e  of' trine t o  each m i l e  o f  shore 
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In  some p l a c e s  i t  m i g h t  be best  t o  a r range  t h e  

matter d i f f e r e n t l y .  They rnicht be c l o s e r  
.. .. 

t oge the r  i n  some p l a c e s  than  i n  o t h e r s ,  depend- 

e n t  upon t h e  conf igu ra t ion  of' the c o a s t .  

Their  exac t  assignment might be l e f t  t o  the  

d i s c r e t i o n  o f  a good overseer .  

If not allowed t o  f'ish h e r r i n c  dur ing  

most of November, o r  &f '  ob l iged  t o  use a 3 1/2 

inch  mesh i n  t h e  h e r r i n g  pounds, they w i l l  be 

fo rced  t o  s t o p  f i s h i n g ,  as they could not  make 

5 t  pay. T h i s  a p p l i e s  t o  a l l  of Pelee  I s l and .  

There would no t  be a pound s t a k e  d r iven  next 

spr ing .  

I t  would be very easy t o  enforce  any 

r e g u l a t i o n s  on Pe lee  I s l a n d ,  as t h e  n e t s  a r e  

f e w .  There i s  a l o c a l  f i s h e r y  overseer  t h e r e  

I nor. Regula t ions  would not  be v i o l a t e d  the re .  

They have t oo  much a t  stake t o  r i s k  a for fe i ture  

of t h e i r  appa ra tus  or f i s h i n g  p r i v i l e g e s .  

The making of one pound, c o s t  of material ,  
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boat, p i l e  driver, work of placing, etc., -. 
amounts to about $400. 

pound would add about $200. 

Each additional 


